]
Contact: Joyce Rowe, 312.742.2036

joyce.rowe@cityofchicago.org

Brooke Vane, 312.742.4983
brooke.vane@cityofchicago.org

HAVE A BLUES ADVENTURE IN CHICAGO THIS SUMMER!

Chicago is the “Blues Capital of the World.” All summer long, the city is full of concerts, clubs and educational
opportunities that showcase this vibrant, uniquely Chicago, music genre.

Interested in exploring the Chicago blues scene? Start your visit at the Urban Adventures Headquarters, where
Chicago’s Urban Rangers will help you chart your trip. The Urban Adventures Headquarters is located in the
Chicago Cultural Center Visitor Information Center, 77 E. Randolph Street.

Highlights of blues activities in Chicago, including several free opportunities, are listed below. Additional
resources, including a complete listing of locations, addresses and contact information, are available at the end of
this release. Visit www.summerinchicago.com for all the details or to book overnight accommodations.

Blues History

Get a behind-the-scenes look at Chicago’s blues scene with the History of Chicago Blues Audio Tour,

narrated by Buddy Guy . Download it to your MP3 player, or use it interactively online to explore 10 historic blues
sites including Maxwell Street, Record Row and Muddy Water’s former home. FREE.

Pore over blues-related artifacts at the Chicago Public Library’s Chicago Blues Archives at the Harold
Washington Library. Dig out rare performances and interviews from the Chicago Blues Festival and the Chicago
Public Library’s “Speaking of the Blues” series. Listen to club performances by John Lee Hooker, Taj Mahal, and
Willie Dixon from Chicago radio station WXRT's Blues Breakers Specials. FREE.

Blues Clubs

On the South Side, check out Artis’ Lounge , a bar in the Calumet Heights neighborhood, showcasing local blues
entertainment, or Lee’s Unleaded Blues where local blues musicians give visitors a taste of the real deal. No
South Side blues tour would be complete without a trip to the Checkerboard —at least according to Prince and
the Rolling Stones’ Keith Richards, who were known to pop in there for late-night jam sessions. Now in Hyde
Park, the club features regular blues sets.

Just minutes away from the downtown business district, is Buddy Guy’s Legends , where you can hear the blues
at lunchtime or at night. Local and international legends such as Eric Clapton, the Rolling Stones and when not on
tour, Buddy Guy himself, grace the stage.

On the city’s north side is the ever-popular Kingston Mines featuring live blues by two bands on two stages 7
nights a week. Local acts perform on weekdays, with touring acts taking the main stage on weekends. Its late
hours, regular acoustic blues sets, all-night kitchen, and vibrant neighborhood full of shops, restaurants, and other
entertainment recommend this club as a top blues destination.

Buddy Guy Tribute Concert & Award Presentation

Don't miss the special tribute to Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee Buddy Guy, featuring Jimmie Vaughan & his
Tilt A Whirl Band with Lou Ann Barton and other special guests at 8pm on Sunday, July 20. The concert is part of
the third annual Great Performers of lllinois festival in Millennium Park from July 18 — 20. FREE.
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RESOURCES

Blues History

Chicago Blues Archives

Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S. State Street

312-747-4850

Mondays—Thursdays 9 am—-9 pm, Fridays — Saturdays 9 am-5 pm, Sundays 1-5 pm
Free

Chicago Blues Audio Tour

www.downloadchicagotours.com

Available in English, Spanish, German, Chinese (Mandarin) and Japanese
Free

Blues Clubs

Other

Artis’ Lounge

1249 E. 87" Street

773-734-0491

Sundays, 8:30pm — 2:30am; Mondays, 9:30pm — 2am
21+ w/ID (no drink minimum)

Lee’s Unleaded Blues

7401 S. Chicago Avenue

773-493-3477

Fridays, 9pm — 2am; Saturdays, 10pm — 3am; Sundays, 9:30pm — 2am
21+ w/ID (2 drink minimum)

New Checkerboard Lounge,

5201 S. Harper Ct.

773-684-1472, checkerjazz.org

Fridays, 8:30pm — lam; Saturdays, 9pm — 3am
21+ w/ID, $ vary, 2 drink minimum

Buddy Guy’s Legends

754 S. Wabash Avenue

312.427.0333, www.buddyguys.com

Mondays—Fridays 11 am—2 am FREE (live music at lunchtime)

Saturdays 5 pm—3 am, Sundays 6 pm-2 am

21+ w/ID after 8 pm: Sundays—Thursdays $10; Fridays—Saturdays $15; (no drink minimum)

Kingston Mines

2548 N. Halsted Street

773.477.4646 kingstonmines.com

Nightly 8 pm—4 am (Saturdays 5 am); acoustic set Thursdays—Saturdays 8 pm; regular programming 9:30
pm- 3:30 am (Saturdays 4:30 am)

21+ w/ID

tickets $12-$15; college students/faculty: Sundays — Wednesdays, FREE wi/valid college ID

Rosa’s Lounge

3420 W. Armitage

773.342.0452 www.rosaslounge.com

Live music Tuesdays — Saturdays 9:30 or 10 pm — 2 am approximately
21+ w/ID $5-$15 per person (street parking only)

Buddy Guy Tribute Concert & Award Presentation

Featuring Jimmie Vaughan & his Tilt A Whirl Band with Lou Ann Barton
Sunday, July 20, 8 pm

312.742.1168, greatperformersofillinois.com

Great Performers of Illinois

(Friday, July 18-Sunday, July 20)

Jay Pritzker Pavilion Millennium Park



Free

Chicago: A Great Urban Adventure, presented by the Chicago Office of Tourism, offers great ideas

for exploring and rediscovering Chicago this summer. The Chicago Office of Tourism is the official City agency
dedicated to promoting Chicago to domestic and international visitors and providing innovative visitor programs
and services.

Visitors and Chicagoans entertaining out-of-town guests can receive Chicago brochures, reserve hotel
accommodations, and receive trip-planning assistance by calling 1.877.CHICAGO (1.877.244.2246) or visiting
www.cityofchicago.org/tourism. In addition to the Visitor Information Center at the Cultural Center, brochures
and information are also available at the Visitor Information Center at Chicago Water Works, 163 East Pearson
Street at Michigan Avenue. For those calling from outside the United States, Mexico, and Canada, call 1-312-
201-8847. The TTY toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1.866.710.0294.
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