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HAVE A GREEN ADVENTURE IN CHICAGO THIS SUMMER!  

Which city topped Earthlab's Top 10 Green U.S. Cities List? You won't be surprised that it's Chicago when you 
find yourself amid the city's natural wonders. From gardening classes for kids to green-themed cuisine, you'll see 
how Chicagoans have embraced the race to sustainability. But not all the nature is new. One of the city’s greenest 
jewels, the Garfield Park Conservatory, created as an urban oasis by Jens Jensen, celebrates its centennial in 
2008.  

Interested in exploring Chicago’s green scene? Start your visit at the Urban Adventures Headquarters, where 
Chicago’s Urban Rangers will help you chart your trip. The Urban Adventures Headquarters is located in the 
Chicago Cultural Center Visitor Information Center, 77 E. Randolph Street.  

Highlights of eco-friendly activities in Chicago, including several free opportunities, are listed below. Additional 
resources, including a complete listing of locations, addresses and contact information, are available at the end of 
this release. Visit www.summerinchicago.com for all the details or to book overnight accommodations. 
 
Garfield Park Conservatory – FREE!  
Approximately 4.5 acres inside and out, the recently restored Garfield Park Conservatory  is the perfect start to 
the pursuit of green Chicago. It’s one of the world’s largest gardens under glass, with a spectacular range of 
unexpected flora including tropical palm trees, desert-dwelling succulents, pre-historic ferns, and even a 
chocolate tree. Serene yet compelling, its exhibits are interwoven with water displays, marble sculptures, glass 
objects, and benches designed by celebrated artists, such as renowned glass artist Dale Chihuly.  
 
Chicago Center for Green Technology – FREE!  
Unearth green building benefits for yourself and the environment during a tour of the Chicago Center for Green 
Technology . (Self-guided tour brochures are available on-site.) Check out cisterns that collect rain for watering 
the surrounding landscape. Discover an efficient heat alternative: the ground heat pump.  
 
Lawn Nation 
Ever wondered about the history and environmental impact of turf grass? Get all the answers at Peggy Notebaert 
Nature Museum’s Lawn Nation: Art and Science of the American Lawn , featuring documentary video projects, 
flat shows, outdoor lawn art, and public events.  
 
Smart Home: Green + Wired 
For 75 years the Museum of Science and Industry has been revealing how things work with hands-on and 
groundbreaking exhibitions. The latest, Smart Home: Green + Wired , showcases eco-friendly living. Conceived 
by Michelle Kaufmann Designs and built by All American Homes, it’s a functioning 3-story, modular, sustainable 
home built on the museum’s east lawn. The 21st-century home technologies that everyone’s talking about are on 
display, from reusable resources to smart energy consumption to sustainable gardens and green roofs. 

 
City Farm 
Tote along your recycled shopping bag for a trip to the City Farm , run by city teens. Purchase lovely organic 
goods including 30 varieties of tomatoes, beets, carrots, potatoes, gourmet lettuce, herbs, and melons. All 
produce is grown in composted soil, some of which is enhanced by restaurant trimmings from the finest kitchens 
in town.  
 



 

 
 
Green Fashions 
Set out for Pivot Boutique  to buy hot womenswear and accessories and men’s T-shirts featuring a revolving 
lineup of organic, sustainable, and recycled labels such as Del Forte, Stewart + Brown, and Ciel by Sarah Ratty, 
all displayed in an eco-conscious décor. 
 
The Green Room Sessions  
Build environmental awareness while enjoying yourself at The Green Room Sessions  at Uncommon Ground. 
Once a month, this earth-conscious café invites you to sample appetizers provided by a local farmer or producer, 
sip special organic spirits, and vibe to two sets of live acoustic music. At both locations, you can buy a special 
martini, the proceeds of which will go to planting a tree on your behalf; to date 300 trees have been planted. 

 
Read Green  
Explore the environment with a good read during the Children’s Summer Reading Program: Read Green, Live  
Green and Summer Reads for Adults: Read Green, Live Green  at any of the 79 Chicago Public Library 
branches, including the Thomas Hughes Children’s Library and the Bookmobiles, CPL’s libraries on wheels.  
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RESOURCES 
Garfield Park Conservatory 
Daily 9 am–5 pm (Thursdays 8 pm); 300 N. Central Park Avenue; 312.746.5100 
garfield-conservatory.org 
 
Chicago Center for Green Technology 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 9 am–5 pm; Saturdays 9 am–4 pm; 
Tuesdays, Thursdays 9 am–8 pm; 445 N. Sacramento Boulevard; 
312.746.9642 
 
Lawn Nation: Art and Science of the American Lawn 
Friday, May 23– Sunday, September 7; Mondays– Fridays 9 am– 4:30 pm, Saturdays– Sundays, 10 am–5 pm 
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum 
2430 N. Cannon Drive 773.755.5100 
www.naturemuseum.org 
adults $9; seniors60+/ students 13–22 w/ID $7; children 3–12 $6 
 
Smart Home:  
Green + Wired 
Thursday, May 8, 2008– Sunday, January 4, 2009; Mondays–Saturdays 9:30 am–4 pm, Sundays 11am– 4 pm; 
Museum of Science and Industry; 57th Street and Lake Shore Drive; 773.684.1414; 
www.msichicago.org 
adults $23; seniors 65+ $22; children 3–11 $14 

City Farm 
Sunday, June 1–Friday, October 31; Tuesdays and Thursdays 3–6 pm, Saturdays 10 am–1 pm 1204 N. Clybourn 
Avenue 773.821.1351 
www.resourcecenterchicago. org/70thfarm.html 

Pivot Boutique 
Tuesdays 11 am–8 pm, Wednesdays– Fridays 11 am–7 pm, Saturdays 11 am–6 pm, Sundays Noon–6 pm 
1101 W. Fulton Market Place 
312.243.4754 
www.pivotboutique.com 

The Green Room Sessions:  
2nd Thursday each month 7 pm  
Uncommon Ground 
3800 N. Clark Street 773.929.3680 
www.uncommonground.com 
all ages; appetizers and performance FREE w/dinner reservation 



 

Children’s Summer Reading program: Read Green, Live  Green 
Monday, June 9–Saturday, August 2 
Summer Reads for Adults: Read Green, Live Green  
Sunday, June 1–Sunday, 
August 31; Locations and times vary; 312.747.4780 
www.chipublib.org/eventsprog/programs/kids_sumread.php 

Chicago: A Great Urban Adventure, presented by the Chicago Office of Tourism, offers great ideas 
for exploring and rediscovering Chicago this summer. The Chicago Office of Tourism is the official City agency 
dedicated to promoting Chicago to domestic and international visitors and providing innovative visitor programs 
and services. 
 
Visitors and Chicagoans entertaining out-of-town guests can receive Chicago brochures, reserve hotel 
accommodations, and receive trip-planning assistance by calling 1.877.CHICAGO (1.877.244.2246) or visiting 
www.cityofchicago.org/tourism. In addition to the Visitor Information Center at the Cultural Center, brochures 
and information are also available at the Visitor Information Center at Chicago Water Works, 163 East Pearson 
Street at Michigan Avenue. For those calling from outside the United States, Mexico, and Canada, call 1-312- 
201-8847. The TTY toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1.866.710.0294. 
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