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HAVE A JAZZ ADVENTURE IN CHICAGO THIS SUMMER!  

What U.S. city was a hotbed for jazz in the early 20th century, set the standard for tenor saxophone mid-century, 
and has introduced the world to the latest incarnations of jazz since the late ’60s? You guessed it—Chicago! 
From the acclaimed Chicago Jazz Festival, to concert series to clubs, there are plenty of ways to experience jazz 
in Chicago this summer.  

Interested in exploring Chicago’s jazz scene? Start your visit at the Urban Adventures Headquarters, where 
Chicago’s Urban Rangers will help you chart your trip. The Urban Adventures Headquarters is located in the 
Chicago Cultural Center Visitor Information Center, 77 E. Randolph Street.  

Highlights of Chicago jazz, including several free opportunities, are listed below. Additional resources, including a 
complete listing of locations, addresses and contact information, are available at the end of this release. Visit 
www.summerinchicago.com for all the details or to book overnight accommodations. 

 
Chicago Jazz Festival – FREE!  
Stargaze in a whole new way during the 30th Annual Chicago Jazz Festival  (Thursday, August 28 – Sunday, 
August 31). Its delights include a lakefront setting under a canopy of stars, city lights, jaw-dropping art and 
architecture, and a stellar onstage lineup including Grammy Award-winner Sonny Rollins  and Pulitzer Prize-
winner Ornette Coleman . 

This moveable feast of jazz opens at Chicago’s prime destination for art and cultural entertainment, Millennium 
Park. At 6:30 pm, Sonny Rollins  takes the Jay Pritzker Pavilion  stage in a rare appearance, for two sets of 
soul-stirring saxophone bebop and free jazz that recap the indelible sounds of Miles Davis, Clifford Jordan, Max 
Roach, and, of course, Rollins himself.  

Over the next three days, fix your sights on Grant Park , where each day holds discoveries for the entire family. 
Kids get into the act at the new Children’s Tent with interactive activities that bring the music—and instruments—
close enough to touch.  

Thrill-seekers hit pay dirt during evening performances at Petrillo Music Shell . Vocalist and recording star Dee 
Dee Bridgewater  pays tribute to Betty Carter on Friday. As part of Saturday’s Anniversary [composition] 
Commissions performances, big band guru and trumpeter Gerald Wilson graces the stage with special guest 
Kenny Burrell . Camp out on the lawn for Sunday’s closing concerts or enjoy them from the seats at Petrillo. 
Saxophonist Ornette Coleman  takes you to the limit with his seminal brand of improvisation, “harmolodics.” 
Jettison any ideas you may have about jazz as he and his quintet unfurl their free-wheeling harmonies and key 
changes in this 1-hour finale from 8:30 to 9:30 pm.  

Concert Series – FREE!  
Strike out for the city’s southern shoreline and the family friendly JazzFest Heritage Music Weekend  (Saturday, 
August 2–Sunday, August 3), where jazz aficionados from around the world and Chicago converge for music, 
food and—new this year—an opportunity to meet the artists inside the South Shore Cultural Center. 

 



 

Uncover the unique perspectives of Chicago’s jazz scene with the 6-concert Made in Chicago  series in 
Millennium Park. Concerts include: 50 Years of Bossa Nova featuring Paulinho Garcia’s Orquestra Brazzilli  
(July 24); the Chicago Afro-Latin Jazz Ensemble (July 31); Amir ElSaffar's Two Rivers Large Ensemble (August 
7); Kelan Phil Cohran and The Legacy of Sun Ra (August 14); Celebrating Nat King Cole (August 21) and Mike 
Reed's People Places and Things Octet (August 25).   

Clubs 
Ready, set, go! Each night and day hear live jazz on the run at area clubs and venues. You can always get your 
jazz fix at Andy’s , where music is offered nightly, Sundays during brunch, and at Andy’s Spotlight Performances, 
which feature notable local and touring artists such as the Mulgrew Miller Trio . Or, descend the stairs to the 
JazzClub at Pops for Champagne  where your palate will be as pleased as your ears with raw bar selections, 
caviar, antipasti, and unique house-made desserts. 

Head to the Near South Side for The Velvet Lounge , presenting gigantic talents playing free jazz and more 7 
nights a week. Club owner, famous saxophonist Fred Anderson, also performs regularly. The Green Mill , a 
Chicago landmark presents jazz nightly, from traditional to experimental, amid a speakeasy décor.  

Dining With Jazz 
Interested in experiencing Chicago’s famed culinary scene while hearing the city’s great jazz music?  Options 
abound in Chicago. For food-loving music connoisseurs, jazz-dining at Blu 47 covers all the bases. Thursdays, 
this popular Cajun- and Creole-influenced restaurant located in Chicago’s historical jazz center serves live music 
with cocktails or dinner.  

Leave your fishing pole behind because Catch 35  has all the delicious seafood you could want—and live jazz 
music to boot, which you can enjoy from the lounge or the dining room. Or transport yourself to the French quarter 
at Bistro 110’s New Orleans Jazz Brunch . This popular bistro-style restaurant serves up classics like gumbo, 
French Toast Croissants, and Eggs Louisiana (crab meat with hollandaise and Creole sauces).  

If you want a bit of sightseeing along with your meal, reserve a table at the Signature Room at the 95th . From its 
spot atop the John Hancock Tower, diners can see 3–4 states away on a clear day while delighting in the sounds 
of the Bill Peterson Trio  during dinnertime and Sunday brunch. 

Bronzeville 
Bronzeville  was the destination of jazz greats like King Oliver and Louis Armstrong, who arrived with the influx of 
African-Americans during the early 20th-century Great Migration.   
 
What does jazz look like? Maybe you’ll catch a glimpse of it in the mirror while getting a shave and a haircut at the 
Jazz Barber Shop  where a variety of live music, including jazz and a smidgen of rap, is the muse.  

See the area’s history come alive with an array of sculptures along its central thoroughfare, King Drive, from 
McCormick Place (south 24th Street) to 35th Street. Be sure to catch: The Recognition Panels, Mary Brogger,  
Between 24th and 25th, and 35th Street; Louis and Lil, Ted Garner, 25th & King Drive; and Jazz, Oswald Martin, 
35th & King Drive. When you reach 35th and King Drive, visit Gallery Guichard  to view works of art, some of 
them musically themed, while jazz music drifts in the background. FREE.  

Cross the street to Meyers Ace Hardware . This family-owned hardware store was the site of the very popular 
Sunset Café where Louis Armstrong, Cab Calloway, and Earl "Fatha" Hines performed. FREE.  
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RESOURCES 
 
Chicago Jazz Festival 

30th Annual Chicago Jazz Festival Opening Night  
Thursday, August 28, 6:30 pm (Sonny Rollins) 
Millennium Park, Between Michigan Avenue and Columbus Drive at Washington Street 
312-744-3315, chicagojazzfestival.us 
FREE 
 



 

30th Annual Chicago Jazz Festival 
Thursday, August 28–Sunday, August 31, 11 am–9:30 pm (Sunday 8:30 pm Ornette Coleman)  
Grant Park, Jackson Boulevard and Columbus Drive 
312-744-3315, chicagojazzfestival.us 
FREE 

 
Concert Series  

JazzFest Heritage Music Weekend  
Saturday, August 2–Sunday, August 3; Saturday; local youth talent 10 am–Noon, rising to national talent 
1–9 pm; Sunday Noon or 12:30–9 pm 
South Shore Cultural Center 
7059 S. South Shore Drive 
773-734-2000, www.jazzunitesinc.org/events.htm 
(Presented by Jazz Unites) 
FREE 
 
Made in Chicago Series  
Thursdays, July 24–August 21 and Monday, August 25 6:30 pm  
Millennium Park, Between Michigan Avenue and Columbus Drive at Washington Street  
312-742-1168, millenniumpark.org 
FREE 
 

Clubs 
Andy’s  
Daily, Mondays– Thursdays 3 pm–2 am (music until 1 am), Fridays–Saturdays 3 pm–2 am (music until 
1:30 am), Sundays 10 am (brunch; evening’s music from 5 pm–Midnight  
11 E. Hubbard Street  
312-642-6805 www.andysjazzclub.com 
21+ w/ID; evenings $5– $25; Sunday Brunch adults $24.95, children $14.95 w/adult chaperone (dinner 
5:30–8 pm and Sundays)  
 
The Velvet Lounge  
Live music Mondays– Thursdays 8 pm, Fridays– Sundays 9:30 pm (Sunday Jam Sessions 9:30– 
Midnight are preceded on the first two Sundays each month by the AACM Great Black Music Ensemble 
6–8 pm) 
67 E. Cermak Road  
312-791-9050, www.velvetlounge.net 
$ vary 
 
The Green Mill  
Weekdays 9 pm–1 am, Saturdays 8 pm–Midnight and 1 am–4 am, Sundays: Poetry Slam 7–10 pm, 
music 11 pm–2 am  
4802 N. Broadway  
773-878-5552, www.greenmilljazz.com 
21+ w/ID; Free–$12; (no drink minimum)  
 

Dining With Jazz 
Blu 47 
Live music Thursdays 8-9pm 
4655 S. King Drive, 2nd Floor 
773-536-6000, www.blu47restaurant.com 
(reservations recommended for diners) Free if music only (no drink minimum) 
 
Catch 35 
Rob Parton Trio  
Tuesdays – Thursdays 6-9pm, Fridays – Saturdays 6:30 – 9:30pm 
35 W. Wacker Drive 
312-346-3500, www.catch35.com 
Free if music only (no drink minimum) 
 
New Orleans Jazz Brunch  
Sundays 10:30 am–3:45 pm 



 

Grady Johnson Trio:  
11:30 am–2:30 pm 
Bistro 110 
110 E. Pearson Street 312.266.3110 
www.levyrestaurants.com 
3-course prix fixe $22.95 
or a la carte 
 
Signature Room at the 95 th 
Bill Peterson Trio 
Fridays – Saturdays 6:30 – 10pm, Sundays 10am – 2pm 
The John Hancock Building, 875 N. Michigan Avenue 
312-787-9596, www.signatureroom.com 
 

Bronzeville 
Jazz Barber Shop  
Through August or September, live music 4th Friday each month 5– 6 pm; otherwise Tuesdays– Fridays 
9 am–7 pm, Saturdays 8 am–6 pm 
748 E. 43rd Street 
773.643.8041 
(appointments recommended) 
(live music with service) 
 
Gallery Guichard  
Tuesdays – Sundays mid-day 
3521 S. King Drive 
773-373-8000 
FREE 

 
Chicago: A Great Urban Adventure, presented by the Chicago Office of Tourism, offers great ideas 
for exploring and rediscovering Chicago this summer. The Chicago Office of Tourism is the official City agency 
dedicated to promoting Chicago to domestic and international visitors and providing innovative visitor programs 
and services. 
 
Visitors and Chicagoans entertaining out-of-town guests can receive Chicago brochures, reserve hotel 
accommodations, and receive trip-planning assistance by calling 1.877.CHICAGO (1.877.244.2246) or visiting 
www.cityofchicago.org/tourism. In addition to the Visitor Information Center at the Cultural Center, brochures 
and information are also available at the Visitor Information Center at Chicago Water Works, 163 East Pearson 
Street at Michigan Avenue. For those calling from outside the United States, Mexico, and Canada, call 1-312- 
201-8847. The TTY toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1.866.710.0294. 
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