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HAVE FUN IN THE SUN THIS SUMMER ON CHICAGO’S VIBRAN T LAKEFRONT!  

Where in the US can you find a lakefront with 33 beaches, 19 miles of bicycling paths, walking trails, driving 
ranges and golf courses, volleyball and soccer games, museums, harbors and natural areas including bird 
sanctuaries open to the public for free? In Chicago! Whatever your tastes, Chicago’s lakefront  boasts all the fun 
that one can have in the sun. 

The lakefront is one of this summer’s Urban Adventure themes. Urban Adventures, presented by the Chicago 
Office of Tourism, offers more than 200 great ideas for exploring and rediscovering Chicago. Interested in 
exploring Chicago’s lakefront? Start your visit at the Urban Adventures Headquarters, where the teams of Urban 
Rangers will help you chart your trip. The Urban Adventures Headquarters is located in the Chicago Cultural 
Center Visitor Information Center, 77 E. Randolph Street.  

 
Highlights of Lake Michigan activities are listed below. Additional resources, including a complete listing of 
locations, addresses and contact information, are available at the end of this release. Visit 
www.summerinchicago.com for all the details or to book overnight accommodations. 
 
Beaches – FREE!  
Indulge your pooch by making your first stop Montrose Beach  (4400 N.), home to the only off-leash dog beach in 
the city. Bring along skates or a board? Try them out at the modern skate park adjacent to the beach. Or tote your 
camera to the Bird Sanctuary and Dunes , also known as "The Magic Hedge," where you can observe birds in 
their natural habitats, while catching glimpses of downtown’s spectacular skyscrapers through the trees. 
 
Just a little further north, you can escape the city at Foster Avenue Beach  (5200 N.). Recline with a book in the 
biscuit-colored sand, float on your back in the waves, or take a more active approach and shoot some hoops. 
Then trek through the pedestrian underpass into the neighborhood to dine among the landlubbers for lunch or 
dinner. 
 
The 63rd Street Beach  (6400 S.) features the restored 1919 Jackson Park Bathing Pavilion Beach House. Watch 
the interactive fountain bring smiles to little faces as they frolic in the spray. At sundown, clap along to the beat in 
the drummer’s circle or bring your own instrument, and join the jam session. Breathe in the ambiance of the 
countryside at the nearby Paul Douglas Nature Sanctuary  with its lagoons and prairie, then cross a bridge to the 
tranquil yet dramatic Osaka Japanese Garden .  Mere steps away, the Museum of Science and Industry  sheds 
light on a whole other world of mysteries. If you brought your clubs along, break them out for 18 holes at Jackson 
Park Golf Course . 
 
Museum Campus 
Stop at the Museum Campus  (1200 S.) for an unrivaled photo op of Chicago’s skyline. Bring a bite to eat and 
picnic on one of the area benches. Set aside some time to visit 1 or all 3 of the world-class museums: The Field 
Museum  where “Sue” the T-Rex dwells, the Adler Planetarium  with its state-of-the-art sky show, and Shedd 
Aquarium .  
 
Entertainment 



 

Enjoy Chicago’s vibrant theater scene without losing the lakeside mood at Theater on the Lake .  Located on the 
lakefront at Fullerton, this historic venue’s stunning views are the backdrop to diverse productions from comedy to 
circus shows to musicals, all presented by various off-Loop theater troupes.  
 
During the annual Venetian Night  (July 26, 2008), a fleet of 35 lit-up, festively decorated boats try to top each 
other in contests and other antics. Cheer on entrants and pick your favorites before a grand finale of fireworks. 
Watch an enactment of an air and sea rescue as well as a flyover by the awesome civilian aerobatic team Lima 
Lima. FREE!  
 
Tours  
Cast off in a fine open-air vessel, Chicago’s First Lady, Chicago’s Little Lady, or Chicago’s Fair Lady for a unique 
river view of the city’s renowned architecture. Admire more than 50 marvels of modern and historic architecture, 
and hear the tales of how they came to be during the Chicago Architecture Foundation’s Architecture Rive r 
Cruise . If you prefer, climate-controlled indoor seating is available; beverages and snacks are available for 
purchase. 
 
Start with a 90-minute river and lakefront boat tour and top off with 360° views from the John Hancock  Building, 
the nation’s highest open-air viewing platform–and you have the new Urban Adventure Package . Mercury, 
Chicago’s Skyline Cruiseline, and the John Hancock Observatory have teamed up for this one-of-a-kind, family 
friendly air and water showcase. 
 
A fun, casual bicycle ride, The Amazing Lakefront Tour  covers top sights such as the Lakefront Trail & 
Beaches, Millennium Park, Navy Pier, Lincoln Park Zoo, Lincoln Park Conservatory, Notebaert Nature Museum, 
and North Avenue Beach. 
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RESOURCES 
 
Beaches 

Beach season 
Daily, Friday, May 23 – Monday, September 1,  
6 am–11 pm  
Locations vary 
312-742-PLAY (7529), http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/resources/beaches/ 
FREE 
 
The following beaches offer ADA-approved accessible beach walks leading to the water: 
Montrose Beach  
(4400 N.)  
Foster Avenue Beach  
(5200 N.)  
63rd Street Beach  
(6400 S.) 

 
Museums 

The Field Museum 
Daily 9 am–5 pm (August 12, 4 pm); last admission 1 hour before closing 
1400 S. Lake Shore Drive 
312-922-9410, www.fieldmuseum.org 
adults $14–22; seniors 65+/ students w/ID $11–$19; children 4–11 $9–$12 

Adler Planetarium 
Daily, Monday, May 26–Monday, September 1, 9:30 am–6 pm  
1300 S. Lake Shore Drive 
312-922-STAR (7827), www.adlerplanetarium.org 
adults $10–$23; seniors 65+ $8–$21; children 4–17 $6–$19 

The Shedd Aquariuum 
Daily, Monday, May 26–Monday, September 1, 9:30 am–6 pm  



 

1200 S. Lake Shore Drive 
312-692-3373, www.sheddaquarium.org 
adults $10; seniors/ children 3–11 $8 (+$6 for Lizards and the Komodo King & Oceanarium; +$4 for 
Shedd’s 4-D FX Theater) 

Entertainment 
Theater on the Lake  
Days and times vary, Wednesday, June 11– Sunday, August 3 
2401 N. Lake Shore Drive 
312-742-7994 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
$17.50 per person 
 
Annual Venetian Night 
Saturday, July 26, 7:45– 9:45 pm 
Lakefront, between Monroe Street and Roosevelt Road 
312-744-3515, www.venetiannightchicago.us 
FREE 

 
Tours 

Chicago Architecture Foundation’s Architecture Rive r Cruise 
Through Sunday, November 23; Times vary 
Southeast corner of the Michigan Avenue Bridge at Wacker Drive 
312-922-3432, www.architecture.org 
(advance purchase recommended in-person: CAF ArchiCenter Shop, Chicago’s First Lady Dock ticket 
window, Hot Tix, Ticketmaster)  
Saturdays, Sundays, Holidays $30; Mondays–Fridays $28 
 
Urban Adventure Package 
Daily, through Wednesday, October 1, Times vary  
Mercury, Chicago’s Skyline Cruiseline Riverside Gardens at Michigan Avenue and Wacker Drive 
(Southeast corner) 
312-332-1353, www.mercuryskylinecruiseline.com 
adults $30; children 3+ $13; children under 3 FREE 
 
The Amazing Lakefront Tour 
Daily, April–August; Millennium Park; 10 am, Navy Pier 10:30 am 
Bike Chicago: Millennium Park 239 E. Randolph Street and Navy Pier, 600 E. Grand Avenue  
888-BIKEWAY (888-245-3929); reservations recommended;  
adults $30; seniors/ military/students $25; kids under 12 $15 (bikes included) 

 
Chicago: A Great Urban Adventure, presented by the Chicago Office of Tourism, offers great ideas 
for exploring and rediscovering Chicago this summer. The Chicago Office of Tourism is the official City agency 
dedicated to promoting Chicago to domestic and international visitors and providing innovative visitor programs 
and services. 
 
Visitors and Chicagoans entertaining out-of-town guests can receive Chicago brochures, reserve hotel 
accommodations, and receive trip-planning assistance by calling 1.877.CHICAGO (1.877.244.2246) or visiting 
www.cityofchicago.org/tourism. In addition to the Visitor Information Center at the Cultural Center, brochures 
and information are also available at the Visitor Information Center at Chicago Water Works, 163 East Pearson 
Street at Michigan Avenue. For those calling from outside the United States, Mexico, and Canada, call 1-312- 
201-8847. The TTY toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1.866.710.0294. 

### 
 

 


