Contact: Karen Ryan, 312-744-2390
kryan@cityofchicago.org

DISCOVER CHICAGO’S VIBRANT WICKER PARK NEIGHBORHOOD THIS SUMMER!

One of Chicago’s 77 community areas, Wicker Park is packed with a heady mix of popular pastimes. Boutiques,
art galleries, theaters, restaurants, nightclubs, and coffeehouses thrive amid the influences of the surrounding
German, Scandinavian, and Eastern European communities—and all in the fairly compact area bordered by
Ashland (1600 W.) and Western (2400 W.) avenues and Bloomingdale (1800 N.) and Division (1200 N.) streets.
About 2 miles north and 2 miles west of the Loop, it's a good stretch of the legs or an easy bike ride away.

An utterly eclectic collection of historical architecture, trendy boutiques, and ethnic enclaves, Wicker Park is more
than a neighborhood: it's a quintessential Chicago experience. Discover spectacular Victorian homes, literary
landmarks, and gorgeous gardens, all within the bustle of one of the hippest modern-day art and fashion districts
in the world.

Interested in exploring Wicker Park? Start your visit at the Urban Adventures Headquarters, where Chicago’s
Urban Rangers will help you chart your trip. The Urban Adventures Headquarters is located in the Chicago
Cultural Center Visitor Information Center, 77 E. Randolph Street.

Highlights of things to do in Wicker Park, including several free opportunities, are listed below. Additional
resources, including a complete listing of locations, addresses and contact information, are available at the end of
this release. Visit www.summerinchicago.com for all the details or to book overnight accommodations.

Check out the Neighborhood — FREE!

Seek out the Wicker Park Historic District ~ for a glimpse into the opulence of Hoyne Avenue (2100 W.) or “Beer
Baron Row.” Many beautiful Victorian homes built by wealthy German beer brewers line the street. Observe the
Romanesque and Queen Anne architecture as well as the impeccable details of the domes, turrets, and stone
facades. These, and houses found around the corner on Pierce Avenue , are the largest and best Victorian
examples around town. A couple of blocks north on Caton Street , the grand homes built by Scandinavian
entrepreneurs display a similar old-world elegance.

More examples of period houses surround the triangular Wicker Park . Named after Charles G. and Joel H.
Wicker, two area businessmen-developers who donated the property for it, this is where the neighborhood got its
name.

The heart of Wicker Park is the intersection of Milwaukee, Damen, and North Avenues, also known as "The Six
Corners." At the southeast corner, the three-story Flatiron Building , with its white-glazed terra cotta facade,
houses art studios and galleries. One Flatiron gallery, Around the Coyote , hosts exhibitions and performances
by emerging artists and is a featured stop on the Wicker Park/Bucktown Gallery Association’s monthly Second
Saturday GalleryWalks. The Northwest Tower Building, clad in Indiana limestone and one of Chicago’s first
skyscrapers built outside the Loop, sits across the street at this iconic intersection.

Shopping

Whether you like funky retro threads or classy designer wear, you can update your style in an instant in Wicker
Park. The neighborhood’s proliferating shops, from couture salons to trendy boutiques, offer new fashions by
Chicago’s top designers, as well as all the “must haves” of the season.

Gamma Player deals in one-of-a-kind fashions from around the world, representing more than 40 exclusive
designer brands, including Chicago designer Agga Raya'’s line, AGGA B. Say hello to shop-owners Jeff Mills and
Yoko Uozumi who have infused their space with art, culture, fashion, and music.



At Habit, let yourself linger over the lively mix of fashion-forward designs, avant-garde sculptural pieces,
whimsical tees, and limited editions; the shop includes pieces by over 75 independent, up-and-coming
designers— including Superficial by Lindsay Boland and Abigail Glaum-Lathbury’s eponymous line.

Hejfina carries such life essentials as clothing, shoes, accessories, furniture, and art and architecture books—
with an emphasis on modern function and form. Doubling as an interactive design lab, this shop hosts artists’
installations and art and architecture talks.

For unbeatable bargains on spring and summer “trendessentials,” accessories, gifts, and home décor, shop the
Wicker Park Bucktown Summer Sidewalk Sale ( Saturdays— Sundays; July 26—27, August 23-24), when
shopkeepers set up along Damen, North and Milwaukee avenues, and Division Street.

Dining/Bars

Vegetarians love Earwax Café for its tasty take on health food, like sandwiches made with seitan (flavored wheat
gluten) and “eggs” Benedict made with tofu. Or, Enjoy al fresco dining at Milk and Honey Café , where you can
choose from exceptional sandwiches, fresh salads, homemade soups and the café’s own freshly baked pastries.
Or have it both ways at the Bongo Room: this fave brunch spot serves up basic eggs, bacon, and toast,
whileputting a new spin on classics like “preternatural pancakes.”

Situated amid the white tablecloth fine dining set, Sultan’s Market offers an option for flavorful food on the cheap.
Try Middle Eastern fare like chicken shawarma or what many claim are the city’s best falafels.

Prime your dinner appetite at the Violet Hour , which serves sophistication and creatively prepared cocktails
(including classics like the gimlet), as well as American contemporary cuisine such as duck meatballs. Bin Wine
Café is ideal for a glass of wine or spirits, for dinner, or for weekend brunch, always with a focus on seasonal
ingredients.

Entertainment
If life is a cabaret, live it up at Davenport’s , where the space is intimate and modern and the cabaret
performances are divinely entertaining, sometimes even featuring the wait staff—or you!

Live music fans congregate at the often standing-room-only Double Door , which has hosted thousands of up-
and-coming and established musicians, including the Rolling Stones and the Smashing Pumpkins. Club-hoppers
reconvene down the street at Subterranean for live music (from acid jazz to hip hop to ska), to nod to DJ beats,
and to nosh on late-night snacks.

The neighborhood’s annual summer street festival, Wicker Park Fest 2008 (July 26—27) pulls out all the stops,
from bands on the verge of making it big to late-night shows at the Double Door, plus local eats, unusual crafts,
and people watching par excellence.

RESOURCES
Check out the Neighborhood
Wicker Park Historic District
Betweeen Bell Avenue (2234 W.), Caton Street (1653 N.), Leavitt Street (2200 W.), Potomac Avenue
(1300 N.) and ‘L’ tracks;
www.cityofchicago.org/Landmarks/W/WickerParkDistrict.html
FREE

Wicker Park

1425 N. Damen Avenue;

312-742-PLAY (7529), www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
FREE

Around the Coyote

Tuesdays—Fridays 10 am—-6 pm, Saturdays Noon—6 pm
Flatiron Building

19351/2 W. North Avenue

773-342-6777, aroundthecoyote.org/gallery




FREE

Wicker Park Bucktown Gallery Association Second Sat urday Gallery Walks

June 14, July 12, 6-10 pm

773-342-6777, www.wpbga.com

Self-guided tour of neighborhood art galleries, with printed maps available at each participating gallery.
FREE

Shopping
The Wicker Park Bucktown Summer Sidewalk Sale
Saturdays— Sundays; July 2627, August 23—-24; Saturdays Noon— 6 pm, (Sundays 5pm)
Damen, North (1600 N.) and Milwaukee avenues
773-384-2672, wickerparkbucktown.com

Gamma Player
Tuesdays—Saturdays 11 am—7 pm, Sundays Noon-6 pm; 2035 W. Division Street;
773-235-0755, www.gammaplayer.com

Hejfina

Sundays and Mondays Noon-6 pm, Tuesdays— Saturdays 11am-7 pm
1529 N. Milwaukee Avenue

773-772-0002, www.hejfina.com

Habit

Tuesdays— Saturdays 11am —7 pm, Sundays Noon-5 pm
1951 W. Division Street

773-342-0093, www.habitchicago.com/chicagostore.html

Restaurants
Milk and Honey Café
Mondays—Fridays 7 am—4 pm, Saturdays 8 am-5 pm, Sundays 8 am—4 pm
1920 W. Division Street
773-395-9434, www.milkandhoneycafe.com

Earwax Café
Daily 9 am—-10 pm
1561 N. Milwaukee Avenue 773.772.4019

Sultan’s Market

Mondays—Saturdays 11 am-10 pm, Sundays 11 am-9 pm
2057 W. North Avenue

773-235-3072, www.chicagofalafel.com

The Violet Hour

Sundays- Fridays 6 pm—2 am, Saturdays 6 pm-3 am
1520 N. Damen Avenue

773-252-1500, theviolethour.com

(reservations not accepted)

Bin Wine Café

Dinner Mondays— Thursdays, Sundays 5-10 pm, Fridays— Saturdays 5-11:30 pm; Brunch: Weekends 10
am-5 pm

1559 N. Milwaukee Avenue

773-486-2233, www.binwinecafe.com

(reservations recommended)

Entertainment
Davenport’'s
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 7 pm—Midnight, Fridays— Saturdays 7 pm—2 am, Sundays *7 pm-11
pm (*opening varies, see website)
1383 N. Milwaukee Avenue
773-278-1830, davenportspianobar.com




(reservations recommended) 21+ w/ID; $$ and drink minimum vary

Double Door

Showtimes vary

1572 N. Milwaukee Avenue
773-489-3160, www.doubledoor.com
21+ w/ID; $ vary (no drink minimum)

Subterranean

Hours and showtimes vary (see website)

2011 W. North Avenue

773-278-6600, www.subt.net

Mondays open mic FREE; Tuesdays ladies FREE, otherwise $5; Wednesdays FREE; Thursdays ladies
FREE, otherwise $5;

Fridays— Sundays $5; 21+ w/ID

Wicker Park Fest 2008

Saturday, July 26—Sunday, July 27, 11 am-10 pm
North Damen Avenue (North Avenue to Schiller)
773-384-2672, wickerparkbucktown.com
suggested donation $5

Chicago: A Great Urban Adventure, presented by the Chicago Office of Tourism, offers great ideas

for exploring and rediscovering Chicago this summer. The Chicago Office of Tourism is the official City agency
dedicated to promoting Chicago to domestic and international visitors and providing innovative visitor programs
and services.

Visitors and Chicagoans entertaining out-of-town guests can receive Chicago brochures, reserve hotel
accommodations, and receive trip-planning assistance by calling 1.877.CHICAGO (1.877.244.2246) or visiting
www.cityofchicago.org/tourism. In addition to the Visitor Information Center at the Cultural Center, brochures
and information are also available at the Visitor Information Center at Chicago Water Works, 163 East Pearson
Street at Michigan Avenue. For those calling from outside the United States, Mexico, and Canada, call 1-312-
201-8847. The TTY toll-free number for the hearing impaired is 1.866.710.0294.
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